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41 was born in 1906 at Kelezsvar (now Cluj, Rumania), solicitor 


and journalist, residing at Chemin Krieg, 16, Pension Sergey, Geneva, 


now temporarily at 109, Clarence Yate Gardens, London. 


I was in Budapest until November 26, 1944;as one of the léaders 


of the Hungarian Zionist organization I not only witnessed closely 


the Jewish persecution, dealt with officials of the Hungarian puppet 


government and the Gestapo but also gained insight into the operations 


of the Gestapo, their organization and witnessed the various phases 


of Jewish persecution. The following biographical data of mine might 


Political Editor of "Uj Kelet" Jewish daily news- 
paper published in Koloszvar; Pecretary-General ~ 
of the Parliamentary Group of the Jewish Ferty 

in Rumania. 


Worked in Bucharest; member of the Executive of 
the Palestine Office of the Jewish Agency. 


Being a Jew I was excluded from thefhamber of 

Lawyers; “Uj Kelet" the daily, was closed down 

by the Hungerian authorities: 1 moved to Budapest. 
y" 


Associate President of the Hungarian Zionist 
Organization. 


T have been called up for Labour Service: together 
with 440 other Jewish intellectuals and citizens we 
worked in Soutt=Eastern Transylvania on fo»tifi- 
cations along the Hungarian-Rumanian border. 


I was demobilized. Returned to Budapest. Some time 
before being drafted I have begun to organize 
relief work for refugee Slovekian ews, After my 
demobilisation I succeeded in establishing - 
through diplomatic couriers - contact with the 
Relief Committee of the YewishAgency, working in 
Istambul. On their instructions I have taken over 
the leadership of the Relief Committee in Budapest, 
Our task was: 

1)7 To help to smuggle Jews from Slovakia and Poland 
into Hungary to save them from the threat of 
the gas-chamber,. 

2) To feed and clothe them and to assist in their 
emigration to Palestine., 

3) To forward the minut. s-besed on the declaration 
of the refugees on the question of deportation 
and. annihilation ef Jews to +stazibul, later to 
Switzerland, to the hands of the representatives 

f the Jewish Agency and the Joint Distribution 
Committee. 

To co-operate with the Helief Committee of 
Bratislava in matters concerning saving, hiding 
of refugee “ews and exchange of information. 
After Germen occupation of Hungary, cn the 
19th March 1944, the Relief Committee concen- 
trated its efforts on the saving of Hungarian 
Jewry. 
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5) The Relief Committee ofthe Jewish agency 77 
Which 1 was a president was engaged in 
helping Allied prisoners-of-wer, Moreever 
we sent confidential reports te the Allies 
thru Istanbul and Svitzerland about our 
connections with officials ef the German 
£overnment, We helped to hide and supperted 
leaders of the Hungarian underground and 
gave a wealth of information to those Fungarian 
autherities which were working against the 
Germans. During the siege of Budapest, when 
I wes already out of the country, other members 
of the Relief Committeeparticipated in street 
fights ageinst the Germans. 


M May 1944 One of my collaborators, Eugen Brand was sent 
by the Germans to Istembul to pass on certain 
business proposals in connection with the Sa- 

ving of the Hungarian Jews, 


August 1944 I travelled from Budapest under German escert 
to the Swiss frontier and ected as interme diary 
for the first conversation between Kurt Becher 
and Saly Mayer, Swiss representative of the 
Joint D.C. to discuss the price of abandoning 
the gassing. The conversation took place bet- 
ween St. Margareten and Höchst on the bridge. 
From there I returned to Buda est. 


October 1944 L travelled frum for thes econd time to 


it. Margarethen. 
October 1944 I travelled to St. Gallen, accompanied by Kurt 
Secher and Dr. Wilhelm Billitz, director of „e. 
the Manfred Weiss Works. On this occasion an 
interview took place between Becher and MeClel- 
land, Swiss representative of the War Refugee 
Beard in the Savoy Hotel,at Zurich. I returned 
to “udapest. - وس‎ 


—À ېو‎ 
Nevember 1944 I left on German instructions te the Swiss borde 
( December 1944 I entered Switzerland. 


Decer ber 1944 I started out to travel back to Budapest, but 
could anly get to Vienna. The Red Army encire- 
led Budapest. 


9 Dec.44-28 March 1945: I remained in Vienna. Afterwards toured 
Sratislava-Spitz an der Donau - Berlin =- Bergen 
Belsen - Hamburg - Berlin - Theresienstadt, 


On 19 April 1945 I crossed the Swiss border. | 


The Germans entered into discussion with leaders of the 
Jewish community for reasons of administrative efficiency. 
We conducted the discussien in the hepe that we might be able 
to save some human lives, By holding the ax over their heads 
they made thém responsible for financial contributiens and 
other exactions impos ed on the Jewish community. Ultimately 
the leaders of the “Jewish council" and ether intermediaries were 
alse scheduled for extermination. The SS and the Gestapo was 
particularly intent on liquidating those whe had di rect knowledge 
of their operations. I escaped the fate of the other Jewish 
leaders because the complete liquidation of the Hungarian Jews 
was a failure and elso because BS Standartenftthrer Becher took 
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me under his wings in order to establish an eventual alibi for himself. 
He was anxious to demonstrate after the fall of 19:4 that he disappro- 
ved the deportations and exterminations and endeavored consistently to 


furnish me with evidence that he tried to save the Jews. SS Hau pt = 


m 
sturmfÜhrer Wisliczeny repeatedly assured? that according to him Germany 


cannot win the war, He believed that by keeping me alive and by mek ing 
some concessions in the campaign against the Jews he might have a 
defense witnessz when he and his organization will have to account for 
their atrocities. Strangely he came to the Hungarian Tek ae the letter 
of recommendation from leading Slovak Jews, The latter werenot de- 
ported in 1942 and were saved over until the end of 1944, 
Major phases in the persecution of Hungarian Jewry. 
ation. _ 

le 17,000 Jews = mainly from Ruthenia - were deported to Poland 
in August 1941. There they were transferred to the German military 
authorities. These were executed during the Succeeding three months. 
In Kamenetz-Podolsk alone 4,500 Hungarian Jews were shot dead. 
Responsable: Prime-Minister Bardess¢y. 

2. Between 23 and 25 January 1942 Hungarian military units 
"cleaned up" the southern region captured from the Yugoslavs. In 
Novisad they shot dead 1,500 Jews found at hone or in the streets, or 
taken to the Serbian cemetery or to the beach. A further 2,000 Jews 
were only saved by an order from Admiral Horthy. Commanders of the 


Military force were General Feketehalmi-Zeisler, General Bajor-Bayer 
and Captain ZBldi. 


The so-called Jewish Labour companies, created within the‏ سا 
framework of military pioneerservices, were in fact concentration‏ 
camps organised on the German model, Of the 130,000 Hungarian Jews‏ 
recruited by this means, about 50,000 died from Starvation, typhus‏ 
and shooting, 30,000 were taken prisoners by the Russians, 20,000‏ 
were deported to Germany; about 30,000 remained in Hungary.‏ 


Organisers of the “Labour Service" were Bartha; Minister for 
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War, Werth Chief of the Military Staff. 
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Together witb the German military occupation arrived 
in Budapest a "Special Section Commando" of the German Secret Police 
with the sole object of licuidating te Hungarian Jews. It was headed 
by Adolf Aichmann, SS Obersturmbannftthrer, Chief of Section 117۰1۰ of 
the Reich Security Head Office. His immediate collaborators 8 
SS Obersturmbannfthrer Hermann Krumey, Hauptsturmftihrer Wisliczeny, 
Hunsche, Novak, Dr. Seidl, later Danegger, Wrtok. They arrested, and 
later deported to Mauthausen, all the leaders of Jewish political and 
business life and journalists, together with the Hungarian democratic 
and anti-Fascist politicians; taking advantage of the "interregnum" 
following upon the German occupation lasting four days they have placed 
their Quislings into the linistry of the Interior. These were 
Ladislas Endre and Ladislas Baky. Utilising the Hungarian administra - 
tive organs they have: 

a. Arrested all Jews arriving or leaving Budapest (about 2,500 
persons, who were interned at Kistaresa); and 
Excluded the Jews from using postal and telephone facilities. 
Took over for SS and German military purposes all Jewish 
public buildings, schools and hospitals. 


was - according to the statement made by Wisliczeny (to use in June 

1944 in Budapest) - solely the solution of the Jewish problem. During 
the deliberations preceding the formation of the Cabinet, Prime Minister 
Sztojay undertook in the presence of SS Obergruppenführer Winckelmann, 
Hungary's SS Commander, SS Standartenführer Wesenmayer, hew German 
Minister and-Aichmann, that the Hungarian Government wilt do everything 
possible to help in the liouidation of the Hungarian Jewry. One anti- 
Jewish decree followed another after the Sztejay Cabinet took over. 


Atvthe same time Krumey and Wisliczeny appeared in the building of the 


Budapest JewishCommittee and. informed Samuel Stern, President, that the 


matters concerning the Hungarian Jewish problem would be henceforth 


"dealth with" within the competence of the SS. They warned the Jews 


against creating panic and obliged the REGS to form a"Jewish 
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Council". A gigantic ۳۳ levy was imposed (money and goods worth 
about 11,000,000 pengbs had to be handed over). When President Stern 
made an enquiry at the Hungarian Ministry of the Interior he was told: 
You must fulfill the German demands....." 

the whole of Ruthenia, Upper Hungary and Northern 
Transylvania weredeclared opebational territory at the request of the 
German General Staff. During the next days that followed Aichmann, Wis- 
liezeny and Hunsche had daily conferences vith Ladislas EMdre who 
received full authority from the Cabinet in matters concerning the. 4 ews. 

the military authorities, with headquarters at 
Munkacs began the rounding-up of 320,000 Jewsinto Ghettoes within the 
operational area. In Order to prevent any armed resistance by the “ews, 
they were concentrated in brick factories (as at Kassa, Ungvar, Kolo- 
zsvar ) or under the open sky (as at Nagybanyan, Marosvasarhely, Des), 
in a few cases they were allowed to retire into some sections of the 
cities (as in Nagyvarad, Maramarossziget). Food allocations: daily 
1/5th ofa lb.of bread and two cups of soup. From the Jews sent into 
the ghettoes even matches were taken away. ۱ 
While an agreement was arriygd at between Wesenmayer, German 

Minister and a representative of Sauckel on the one hand, and Prime 
Minister Sztojay, on the other, that Hungary would place 300,000 Jewish 
workers at the disposal of the Reich (who were to be selected by a 
mixed Hungarian-German committee), total deportation of all Jews was 
decided by Endre, Baky and Aichmann at a meeting in tie Ministry of 
the Interior on the 14 April 1944, | 


Novak and Lullay left on the next day for Vienna &o!diseuss the 


question of transport facilities with. the management of the German 


railways ۰ 

A levy of 2,000,000 pengSs each was imposed by the Bestapo on the 
Jews of Novisad and Ungvar. Jewish shops were looted by Germans. Des- 
pite a Cerman protest, the Hungarian Government ordered the closing 
down of all Jewish shops, . The Jews resisted in the Ghetto of Munkacs, 


The Gestapo shot 27 of them, including the entire executive of the 
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of the Jewish Community. 
On 28 April 1244 the first deportation takes place; 1,500 persons sui- 
table as labourers were taken from the Kistarsa internment camp to 
Oswiecim. There, they were compelled to write encouraging notes to 
their relatives with datelines from "Waldsee". The notes were brought 
by an SS-Courier to Budapest and were distributed by the Jewish Council 

In the meantime the Budapest Relief Committee received two mes- 
sages from the Bratislava Committee. One message said that there was 
feverish work going on in Oswiecim to restore the gas-chambers and 
crematoriums there, which were not working for months and a remark 
made by a 92۳1۲60 that "soon we will get fine Hungarian Sausages® was 
reported. The other message was to the effect that an agreement was 
reached, between the Hungarian, Slovakian and German railway managementE 
that, for the time being, 120 trains vould be directed, via Presov, 
towards Oswiecim. This information was passedon to the Bratislava 
Relief Committee by an anti-Nazi Slovakian railway official. It was 
obvious that it concerned deportation trains. 

The delegate of the International Red Cross, tovhom I have appealed 


for intervention, stated that in view of the Geneva Convention this was 


impossible for him. The Swedish and Swiss +egaiions promised that they 


would report to their Governments and ask for instructions. After 
repeated appeals the Primate of the Catholic Church promised an inter- 
vention on behalf of the converted Jews, But Sztejay refused to listen, 
After consulting with all Jewish leaders we turned to the Germans, 
At first Krumey, Wisliozeny and Hunsehe negotiated with us; later 
Aichmann took over the negotiations. Aichmann arrived at Budapest on 
the first day of the German occupation, March 19,1944, Wisliozeny 
arrived there on March 22, The first time we negotiated was on April 3, 
At first the Germans demanded a compensation of 2,000,000 dollars and 
promised that in return for this sum they would not deport anyone, 
Later Aichmann declared: "I can only sell the Hungarian Jews as from 


Germany. Brand should leave at onee for Istambul and inform the Jews 


there and the Allies that I am prepared to sell 1,000,000 Hungarian 
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Jews for goods, primarily vehicles. I would tfansport them to Oswiecim 


and “put them on ice". If my generous offer is accepted I will release 
all of them. If not, they will all be gassed," 

In the meantime the organisation of the ghettoes had been directed 
by Wisliczeny, who had been travelling from town to town. The Hungarian 
police and gendarmerie was at his disposal everywhere. Officially he 
only acted as an "Advisor" to the Hungarian authorities; in relaity 
everything took place on German orders. 

4 General and total deportation begins. One day before the 
evacuation all hospital cases, newly-born babies, blind and deaf, all 
mental cases and prison inmates of Jewish origin were transferred to 
the ghettoes. About 80-100 Jews were placed in each cattle-car with 
one bucket of water; the car was then seaked down. Ab Kassa the de- 
portation tains were taken over from the escorting Hungarian gendar- 
merie by the SS. While searching for "hidden valuables" the gendar- 
merie squads S C tortured the inmaates with electric current and beat 
them mercilessly. Hundreds committed suicide. Those who protested or 
resisted were shot at once (as for instance Dr.Rosenfeld, solicitor ef 
Marosvasarhely). ۱ 

The Hungarian press and radio kept quiet about the deportations, 
The Hungarian government denied in the foreign press that Jews were 
tortured, 

Between 5 June and 8 June 1944 Aichmann told me: "We accepted the 
obligation toward the Hungarians that not a single deported Jew will 
return alive!" 

Up to 27 June 1944 475,000 Jews were deported. 

The Pope and the King of Sweden intervened with Horthy., Then 
followed the ultimatum-like appeal of President Roosevelt ۷0۵ ۱ 90 the 
brutal anti-Jewish persecutions. Thereupon Horthy has forbidden the 
deportation of the Jews from the capital which was already fixed to take 
place on July 5. 

Endre, Baky and the Germans protested against this decision and a 
further 50,000 Jews were deported from Transdanubia; the outer suburbs 


of Budapest were also emptied, 


Bus fori Endre. But Aichmann, 
٩ UV. Ly! 
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' Endre, and Baky continued to try to liquidate the Jews of the capital 
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with the collaboration of the gendarmerie, Liberators bombed Budapest 
and the railway junctions which were to be used by the deportation 
trains, Horthy has ordered the mobilisation of the Army ageinst an 
attempted coup d'etat (8 July). over 
to Horthy's side. of Kistaresa by 

d another 1,700 


y Wesenmayer, German 
the Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs demanding the 


deportation of the Budapest Jews. The Hungarian Government replied 


Jews to Satisfy demands of military Security, but Only within the 


borders of the country (27 July). 


Government against the Germans, Lakatos, new Hungarian Prime Minister 
Sent.@ note to the “erman..Covernment d emanding the recall of Aichmann | 
and his staff from Hungary, the transfer of the German-controlled 
internment camps to Hungarian authorities and the handing over of 
Hungarian politicians and high-ranking officers in German captivity 
to the Hungarians, 

Xixx following instructions received from Hi min] er, 


lan Government that its demands would 


P ended the Horthy regime and 
Szalasy took over Power. On the 17 Utober Aichmann returns to Buda. 
pest by air. On his Orders the Arrow-Cross Party and the police began 
the deportation Of all Jews locked into the hous es marked by yellow- 
Stars; 25,000 J ewish people, mostly women were made to walk Over 100 
miles in rain end snow without food to the Austrian bordér; hundreds 


died on the way, more died in Austria through exhaustion ahd dy- 
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Bentery. On the border the transports were taken over by Wisliczeny; 
20,000 Labour Service men shared the same fate. 

The German authorities were the same as before; the most active 
Hungarian solleborators weret Minister Emil Kovarez, Solymosi, 
Under-Secretary of State and Ladislas Ferenczi, Lt.Col. of the 
gendarmerie. 


On 8 December the deportations from Budapest stopped. 
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EXEEX: According to Wisliczeny Aichmann refused to cerry out Himmlers 
te stop deportations 
tke order/until he received written instructions from Himmler him- 


Until ll Feb. 1945 
sel he Arrow-Cross party-men did not stop to hunt down Jews 


in hiding, living on false papers; 10-15,000 Jews were shot on the 
shores of the Danube or in the streets during. these two months. 
Thousands have died in the ghettoes, as well as in the “protected 
houses" of the Swedish and Swiss Legations, as a result of enemy 
action, sickness or starvation. 
The losses of Hungarian Jewry. 

The 1940-41 census found 762,000 persons of Jewish pe rsuasion 

within what was then Hungarian territory. But the persecution was 


extended to the converted Jews, as well as to mixed marriages, of 


— > 


— 


whom there were mo official Aurel Their numbers were estimated 
generally at 60,000. 

According to figures estimated in August 1945: 
There are at present in Budapest 150,000 Jews 
In the provinces 40,000 " 
In Transylvania (returned to Rumania), in 
Ruthenia (attached to Russia), in Upper Hun- 


ary (attached to Slovakia) and in the Backa 
qué Shoot to Yugoslavia), there are estimated ۱ 
t i 


o be 50,000 d 
Totel TOO TENE 


In territory occupied by the Allies and in 


Russia, Sweden and Switzerland approx, 50,000 ٩ 
ee Total ^ 290,000 Jews. ~ 


Of the 10,000 or 0 Slovakian, Polish, Yugoslav and German 
Jews who were in Hungary at the time of the German occupetion only 


about 750 are still alive, according to a reliable estimate. 
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Therefore, a total of 540,000 Hungarian and 10,000 refugee Jews 
perished, Of them 
The Vermans were respons! ible for the death of 450,000 


The Hungarians " " " 0 . 80, 000 
Ike Suicides, sickness, enemy(allied) &8ction ZE 


“SEO 000 
, . 

The figures concerning the deported Jews originate from Wis- 
1102807, who directed the deportations and was fully competent to | 
give these figures, 

It may be added that the objective of the new wave of deporta- 
tions which started at the end of October 1944 wagno longer Oswiecim, 
On this occationmolder people, children and the sick were not depor- 
ted. Those who remained alive after the long journey on foot were - 
in the majority - employed on fortifications works along the Austro- 
Hungarian border; e lesser number were sent to Oranienburg, Dachau 
and Bergen-Belsen. 


General history of the Annihilation of the Jews Section 


m 
""fogroms and the creation of the ghettoes organized in various 


centres in Poland during 1939-40 represented a period of hesitation. 
At that time the extinction of ll European Jews va$*planned, but 
it was not finally. decided upon.The Lublin "reservation", the play- 
ing of the Nazis with the idea of a Jewish centre were expressions 
of this period of hesitation. The decision to exterminate the Jews 
was probably reached in 1941, In the occupied Baltic countries and 
in the Ukraine the SS-formation working jointly with the Wehrmacht 
annihilated nearly all Jews (in the Baltic countries they were 
helped by the Latvians and Lithuanians). The mass-murder was carried 
out with the aid of bullets, The victims often dug their own tombs, 
Frequently they were buried alive. Then began the use of ges. The 
victims were killed by gas bursting out inside heremetically sealed 
lorries. 

In the fall of 1941 - according to a statement of Wisliezeny - 
made to me in Januery;1945 in Vienna - Kaltenbrunner commissioned 
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$S-Standertenfthrer Blobl to work out the plan of the gas chambers. In 
„the opinion of Wieliozeny the initiative came from Aichmann, Hitler 
approved of the plan at once. The execution was entrusted to the 
Aichmann-Himmler-altenbrunner trio. 

rst tests were carried out in Belzecz. ‘Accor- 
ding to a statement of Wisliczeny made to me in Vienna in February 45 
it was a complete success. Thereupon three more death-camps were set 
up in Treblinka, Majdanek and Oswiecim. (Later a smaller camp was set 
up in Malkini). 

According to statements of Krumey and Wisliezeny in February or 
March 1945 a conference of the officers of IV.Be was called to Berlin 
by Aichmann in the spring of 1942, He then informed them that the 
Government decided in favor of the complete annihilation of the 
European Jews and that this will be carried out silently in the gas- 
chambers. “Victory is ours" declared Aichmann. "The end of the war 
1s near. We must hurry as this is the last chance to free Europe of 
the Jews. After the war it wilf^not be possible to utilize such 
methods," 

Wisliczeny claims that he ipterjected the following remark to 
Aichmann's statement: "God help us that this method should never be 
possible against us." 

Krumey confirmed this statement of Wisliozeny. He mei nta ned 
that until the seeret - which had to be Kept strictly - was not re- 
vealed by Aichmann, some of the oificers of IV.B. knew anything 
about it. 

The entire machinery of the German State supported Section IV.B. 
in this work. In ocoupied countries the Commanders of the Wehrmacht 
and the Gauleiters (Seyss-Inquart, *rmk, Heydrich, etc), in countries 
allied to Germany the German diplomats (Killinger in Bucharest, 
Wesenmayer in Zagreb, later in Budapest) supported the worKe 

The plan of operation was almost identical in all countries; at 


first Jews were marked, then separated, divested of all property, 


deported and gassed. 


The Officers of IV.B. travelled from eum to country. Wis- 
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idezeny - according to his own admission - directed the deportation 
> in Slevakia and Greece. 

Brunner II. in Poland and Slovakia. 

Krumey, Seidl directed the work in Hungary, Austria and Poland. 

Seidl was the first commander of Theresienstadt. 

Ganther directed deportations in Austria and Czechoslovakia. 

Danegger, Brunner in Franée. 

Almost everywhere the local Quisling authorities and even part of the 
civilian populations assisted then. 

Commanders of the death-camps gassed only on direct or indirect 
instructions of Aichmann. The particular Officer of IV.B. who direc- 
ted the deportations from some particular country had the authority 
to indicate whether the train should go to a death camp or not, and 
what should happen to the passengers. The instructions were usually ۱ 
carried by the 88-1100 escorting the train. The letters "A", or "y" 
on the escorting instruction documents indicated Auschwitz. (Oswiecim) 


or Majdanek; it meant that the passengers were to be gassed. 


In case of doubt instructions by wire were asked from Aichmann 


in Berlin. 

Regarding Hungarian Jews the following general ruling was 618 
down in Oswiecim: children up to the age of 12 or 14, older people 
above 50, as well the sick, or people with criminal recatis (who were 
trensported in specially marked wagons) were taken immediately on 
their arrival to the gas chambers. 

The others passed before an SS-doctor who, on sight, indicated 
who was fit for work, and who was not. Those unfit were sent to the 
gas-chambers, while the others were distributed in various labor-camps, 

In September 1944 Slovakian partisans engineered a rewlt in 
Banska-Bystrieza. The Jewish youth joined the revolution entiusisd tit" 
cally. Aichmann thereupon sent SS-Hauptsturmftthrer Brunner to Bra- 
tislava with instructions to deport all the 17,000 odd Jews still 
left behind efter the deportations of 1942, They were to go to 
Oswiecim. 


SS and Hlinka-Guards arrested the Jews,» They were transported 
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from*Sered. About 13,500 Jews were caught, the rest were in hiding. 
Following my appeal the A.D.C. of Becher Capt.Grüson journeyed to Bra- 
tislava and tried to intervene with SS-ÜbersturmbannfWhrer Vitezka, 
Slovakian Gestapo Chief to stop the deportations. Vitezka's reply was: 
"As far as I am concerned I will agree readily if I get telegraphie 
authority from Kaltenbrunner to this effect." Becker said on 2 No- 
vember 1944, in the Hotel Walhalla, St.Gallen, Switzerland, in the : 
presence of the representative of the Joint D.C.:"We have militarily 
annihilated the Slovakian Jews." 

In the first half of November 1944 about 20,000 Jews were taken _ 
from Theresienstadt to Oswiecim and were gassed, on instructions from 
Aichmann. As far as I could ascertain this was the last gassing process, 

According to Becher, Himmler 188: instructions - on his advice- 
on the 25 November 1944 to dynamite all the gas-chambers and crema- 
oria of Oswiecim. He also issued a ban on further murdering of Jews, 

Wisliczeny confirmed the existence of such an order. But he main- 
teined that Aichmann sabotaged this order and was supported in this by 
Miller and Kaltenbrunner. 

۱ Following the advance of the Russian Army it was necessary to 
evacuate the Polish and Silesian camps. Some of the Jewish prisoners 
wereSent to Bergen-Belsen or other camps. Most of the Jews found in 
these camps by the Allies arrived there either at the end of 1944 or 
at the beginning of 1945, Other Jews in the extermination camps were 
shot, or were frozen dead on the way. 

There wa% no mass-murders in the months preceding the Germen 
Surrender but owing to starvation - due partly to the collapse of the 
German transport system and the general lack of food - the sick and 
weakened Jews died by the thousands, 

After the fall of 1944 Himmler granted several concessions. Thus 
he permitted the departure for Switzerland of 1,700 Hungarian Jews 
deported to Bergen-Belsen and also agreed to suspend the annihilation 
of the Jews of the Budapest ghetto. Himmler permitted the handing 
over to the Allies the Jews of Bergen-Belsen and Theresienstadt wi thout 


& shot being fired, which Eye eyes and eyes of his colleagues was 
u 
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was such a generous and colossal concession that he certainly hoped 


some political concession in return, In the hope of establishing 
contact with the Allies Himmler made some concessions even without 
expecting economic returns. To this desire of Himmler may be as- 
cribed the general prohibition dated 25 Novanber 1944, concerning 
the further killing of Jews. On 27 November 1944 Becher showed me 
a copy of Himmler's order on this subject,  Aichmann ot first did 
not abey this order. 

In accordance with my above described activitics I haa dealings 
among others with the following individuals: 


Germans: Special Section Commando (for the Liquidation of Jews): 
Adolf Aichmann, SS-Obersturmbannfüurer, head of section IV. Be 
in the Reich Security Head Office and the following officers 
of his staff: 

SS-Obersturmbannffhrer Günther, 
Danegger, 
Hermann Krumey, 
SS-HaiptsturmfÜhrer Dieter Wisliczeny, 
Dr. Seidl, 
Novek, 
Hunsche, 
بو‎ Schmiedsteffen. 
Several NCO's, among them: 
Hauptsturmführer Richter, 
Oberscharftthrer Neumann. 


Special Staff Economic Staff): 3 
SS-Standartenführer Kurt Becher, 
and some officers of his staff, 


SS-StandartenfWUhrer Wesenmayer, German Minister in 
Budapest (after 19 March 1945), 


Hungarians: Nicholas Mester, Under-Secbetary of State in the Ministry 
of Education; 


tw en CC Ladislas Vitéz Ferenezy, Lt.Col.of the Gendarmerie 
Leo Lullay, Captain of the Gendarmerie; 
Dr.Stephen Olah, Counsellor of the Ministry; 
Ladislas Baky, Under-Secretary in the Ministry 
of Interior. 


Hungarian Resistance Workers: | 


Henry Lazar, present Hungarian Under-Secretary 
of State to the Ministry of Aeri- 
‘culture; 
Nicholas Kertesz, former Social-democratic 
member of Parliament; 
Bela Zsolt, journalist; 
A. Bereozky, Trustee of the Calvinist Church, 


Neutrals: Prof.Waldemar Langlet, Cultural Counsellor of the Swedish 
Legation}: 
Count Tolstov J} Representatives of the Swedish 
Paul Wallenberg) Red Cross; 
Lutz Head of the Prot 
nc عنم‎ ; e Protection of Foreign 
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Friedrich Bern, delegate of the International Red Cross. 
The Chargé d'Affaires of the Swiss Legation. 
The Chargé D'Affaires of the Spanish Legation. 


All members of the Jewish Council; especially Samuel Stern 
(Court Counsellor), Chairman of the Pest Jewish Community; 
Dr. Charles Wilhelm; Dr. Ernest PetB, Dr. Boda (Chief 
Government Counsellor), Vice-chairmen, 


Philip Freudiger, President of the Orthodox Jewish Com- 
munity and members of the Council of that Community. 


Otto Komoly, President of the Zionist Organization; 


Nicholas Krausz, head of the Palestine Office of the 
Jewish Agency. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of September 


1945 at the Office of the United States Chief of Counsel, 


49, Mount Street, London W.1, England. 


WAPREN 
Major, Judge Advocate General 's 
Dept. Office, U.S.Chief of Counsé 
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